The consonants emerge from the human vocal apparatus. They are mute and cannot
be voiced unless followed by a vowel. The consonants that are presented to learners
as part of an alphabet have an inherent vowel e.g. k(a), t(a), p(a) etc., because k, t
, P etc. cannot be voiced by themselves

The consonants coming from the throat are the ‘gutturals’. The other consonants
(the ‘palatals’, the ‘lingual’, the ‘dentals’, and the ‘labials’ follow, moving up to the
base of the tongue, to the front part of the palate, to the back of the teeth, finally to
the lips. This is the order and sequence in every Indian language. Herein lays the
phonetic thread running through all the languages. The interesting aspect is that the
sound produced at every stage is the same in the respective languages .When
written down the sound symbols may have different shapes but phonetically they
are identical. For instance the sound “pa” has the same value in all languages even
though it has different visual symbols in different languages.

Any Indian word could be broken up into its phonetically component sound-
syllables. These component sound syllables form the building blocks of any word of
any Indian language. Whatever the lanquage, the building blocks are the same.

Different sequences and combinations of these syllables (building blocks) go to make

the thousands of words in the Indian languages. How many such sound syllables

would there be in total? We will find out how many.

In all Indian languages the consonants are presented in the same sequence. The
sounds which arise from the tightened throat are given first; they are called
‘gutturals’(ka variety) ; then the sounds emanating when pressing the base of the
tongue to the palate and releasing them; they are called ‘palatals’(ca variety) ; this is
followed by the sound when the tip of the tongue is folded backwards and pressed
against the front part of the palate and releasing them sharply; this sound is the
‘lingual’(ta variety); next is when the tip of the tongue is pressed against the back of
the teeth; these are called ‘dentals’(tha varity). Lastly follows the sound when the
lips are pressed together and released in a small burst. This is called the ‘labial’ (pa
variety). In all these cases the sound comes as a cluster of single syllables. In each
cluster the sounds, though similar, have slightly different shades. The consonant
could be sharp, or sharp (aspirated), or soft and thick; or soft, thick and aspirated
.e.g., ka, kha, ga, gha. The phonetic values of the consonants in their respective
categories in each language are the same. Ka in Malayalam has the same phonetic
value as Ka in Gujarati. Giving them common Roman symbols is not a problem. Let
us draw a Table and find out how many common symbols are there in the
‘consonant’ group. Vide Table 2.:



Table 2. Consonants

Gutturals & Palatals

Language Gutturals Palatals
Assamese a ST H [ 17} XA
Bengall F| A || F T % & | A
Odissi @ ¢ |9 @ el 8 |@| €
Tamil 5 5 g 2
Telugu g ) & oY) S S 2 | 6
Kannada 3 2 a a} 23 e3 2 dD
Malayalam Sl ed | | eal ol 200 £ | OL
Marathi & g il T T T T g
cuarat g oLy A9 || B
Gumukhi g | 9y |JT | W | Y |JT| T | 8 H| T
Hind & @ | T T T T || &
Sanskrit & g el T T T g
Indian-in- k(a) | kh(a) | g(a) | gh(a) | a(a) | &(a) | c(a) | ch(a) | j(a) | jh(a)
Roman
Number of “Indian- in- Roman” characters for gutturals & palatals = 10
Linguals & Dentals
Language Linguals Dentals




Assamese

I
5
)
o

Bengali

@l
5
)
o

Odissi

Tamil

Telugu

| & | & &

(Table continued in next page)




Kannada &3 0] a3 d 3 d 3 Gs
Malayalam S @) A | QUS (1)) L0 €] w
Marathi [ () S [ d| I a 1)
Gujarati c 6 S 3 cl I} € U.
Gurmukhi | 6 | & = I ¥ | €| O
Hindi c| & S 3 d| 9 | < T
Sanskrit (4 ) S [} d 9 G 13
o d(a) | dh(a) | f(a)
Indian-in- ,
Roman £(a) | th(a) F(a) | t(a) | th(a) | d(a) | dh(a)

Number of “Indian- in- Roman” characters for linguals & dentals = 10

Labials

Language Labials

Assamese | T n q ©

Bengali <1 & q ©

Odissi d Q ©

Tamil u u

Telugu ) ) & &

Kannada G} d D 295

Malayalam | ad | ol | 6TU S




Marathi q ') ) q

Gujarati Y 8 ol &l

Gurmukhi | <c Y g @

Hindi q ') ) H '

Sanskrit q ') C) H

TS| pla) | phia) | bla) | bhia) | fla)
ndian

Number of “Indian- in- Roman” characters for labials = 5




