These could also be called semi-consonants. While the consonant is a ‘one syllable’
sound the semi-vowels can be voiced continuously as long as the exhaled breath
lasts (the vocal apparatus not being disturbed) For instance ‘y(a)’ can be voiced
either as a single syllabled sound or as a continuous sound by forcing air out while
keeping the base of the tongue pressed against the roof of the mouth. This is true
for all the languages without exception. Vide Table 4.:

Table 4. Semi Vowels

Language Semi Vowels
Assamese q g G Gl q
Bengali T g G i q
Odissi Q Q o (9 o
Tamil w J 6V 6u e 1o 1)
Telugu aodd o) e 3 J
Kannada aod o] 3 3 G
Malayalam Q (o) el QU 6 1S 4 O
Marathi I Y o g >
Gujarati 2 2 A ad 0
Gurmukhi \F | g Pl = 2] 1
Hindi T o g
Sanskrit I o g
Indian-in- y(a) r(a) I(a) vi@) | j@ | K@) | Z(a) | F(a)
Roman

Number of “Indian- in- Roman” characters for semi vowels = 8




