Visually the Indian languages might be annoyingly dissimilar to one another. But
phonetically there is an underlying identity. The arrangements of the sound symbols
go according to a set pattern. The vowels, in each case, are sounds which emanate
from an open mouth. The difference between two vowel sounds is contrived by
changing the shape of the open mouth. This is what obtains in every Indian
language. On an average there are about twelve vowels in each language. Giving
them Roman symbols is not a problem because the sound value of the respective
vowels in each case is the same. There are no exceptions. Some South Indian
languages have a few more and these pose no problems.

Let us jot the vowels down on a table along with their respective Roman fonts. Vide
Table 1.:

Table 1. Vowels

Language

Assamese | O | Al

M MY

Bengali 9 | AT

oy
o
Gl
{o

& 9
()
@

Odissi 2 |

D
D
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©
=
i
B
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Q
€3
?

Tamil 3 | 3 66

Teugu | @ |8 @[ |6 & ||| D |0 & | B

Kannada | €@ | &8 | @ | S |ev|jewn| o || 9 || B

Malayalam | @R | @0 |@ @0 | © [ @Y [af) [o@) |6 | @ [0 | 83D | &3
Marathi | 37 |3T || & |3 | F T v | 3t
Gujarati A (U8 T |[ G| A ﬂ Q AL | Al

Gurmukhi W W fg
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a
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o
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a
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Hindi ) é‘ 3| > T 3
Sanskrit 9 é 3| > T | 3t
Indian-in- . _ _ _ _ .

| | u u e | e o (o)

Roman

# explained in note preceding Ta

Number of “Indian- in- Roman” characters for vowels = 12

ble 6. Miscellaneous




